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May 17, 2005
Contact: Marilyn Marler, weed specialist for UM naturals areas, (406) 243-6642.
UM TO SPRAY ON MOUNT SENTINEL NEXT WEEK
MISSOULA The noxious weeds leafy spurge and dalmatian toadflax are starting to bloom on
Missoula’s prairie hillsides, along with the more beloved arrowleaf balsamroot, larkspur and
biscuitroot.
In an effort to improve native bunchgrass communities, University of Montana
contractors will start making spot applications of the herbicide Tordon 22k on Mount Sentinel
the week of May 23.
Weather permitting, backpack and mule-train spray work will continue a few days each
week until early July. Check the M trail and Evans Street trailheads for updates on spray
schedules and target areas.
“We expect to spray about 15 to 20 acres total on small spots across the mountain,”
said Marilyn Marler, a UM noxious weed specialist. “Workers will add blue dye to the spray
mix so it is visible.”
Herbicides won’t be alone in attacking weeds. The public is invited to help UM and the
Montana Native Plant Society pull another harmful weed, dyer’s woad, from the slopes of
Mount Sentinel on Tuesday, May 24, and again on Tuesday, June 7.
Volunteers should meet at the M trail at 6:30 p.m. -- rain or shine — and should be
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prepared to walk a few miles. The Naive Plant Society has worked with UM for nine years to
control this noxious weed without herbicides. Public involvement is important to the success of
the program. If you don’t know what dyer’s woad looks like, you will be partnered with a
trained botanist who will teach you about the plants on Mount Sentinel.
For more information about either the herbicides or the weed pulls, call Marler at 2436642. Information also can be found online at http://umt.edu/mnps and
http://prairiekeepers.dbs.um t.edu.
Questions about weed management on Mount Jumbo, the North Hills, the Kim Williams
Trail and the southern portion of Mount Sentinel should be directed to Missoula Parks and
Recreation at 721-PARK.
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